
Curvin Heiss Dies; Invented "Diorama"

Curvin H. Heiss, 56, 17 Fifth St., whose
skill as an electrician and model maker has
been seen by thousands in the Gettysburg
Battlefield Diorama and similar displays in
the area, died Saturday night at the Warner
Hospital, where he had been a patient since
October 10. He had suffered from
emphysema for a number of years.

An electrical contractor from York, he came
to Gettysburg in 1955 when he and his son
built the Diorama, depicting the fighting
here. He had owned and operated the
Diorama in the old Dobbin House from 1955
to 1963.

The diorama depicts the battlefield at
Gettysburg and shows scale model soldiers
attacking Little Round Top, other areas in
the first and second days' fighting and
Pickett's Charge. Tiny lights make the guns
of the model soldiers seem to fire, while
sound effects and narration are used to tell
of the battle.

LINCOLN ROOM
He had also managed the Lincoln Room and
built the model of the Wills house shown in
the window there. He also helped establish
the Hall of Presidents, where life size
models of the Presidents give a history
of the nation.

Later he owned and constructed the
gunfighters' museum along the Lincoln
Highway east of here, which included many
dioramas of famous gunfighter scenes of the
old West.

"SILENT SENTRY"
He became widely known as a "Silent
Sentry" at the Gettysburg National Civil War
Wax Museum. He possessed an ability to
stand unmoving. while in uniform of a Civil
War soldier, until visitors would think he also
was one of the lifelike wax figures.

He was a member of the Memorial Baptist
Church here, the North-South Skirmish
Association and the Sons of Union
Veterans. He had been active in arranging
and handling some of the earlier North-
South skirmish re-enactments held here
under sponsorship of the Travel Council,
and had been active in the several
re-enactments of Pickett's charge put on by
Travel Council prior to the Centennial of the
Battle of Gettysburg.

FUNERAL SERVICES
A native of Dallastown, he was a son of
Nona (Daugherty) (Heiss) Barnhart. York,
and the late Curvin H. Heiss.

Surviving in addition to his mother are his
wife, the former Evelyn Pressel: a son,
Curvin E. Heiss, Rothsville, Pa.; three
grandchildren, three foster children: Carol
Garlick, York; Phyllis Fuller, 236 South
Franklin Street, and Susan Paris, 169 East
Middle Street; a sister, Mrs. Betty Campbell,
York, and two stepbrothers,  Herald
Daugherty, and Howard Barnhart Jr. both of
York.

Funeral services will be held Wednesday
afternoon at 2 from the Monahan Funeral
Home with his pastor, Rev. Robert Garber,
officiating. Interment will be in Evergreen
Cemetery. Friends may call at the funeral
home Tuesday evening. The family has
suggested contributions to the York
Emphysema Fund in lieu of other
memorials.


